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Thespian Showcase
Musical Cinema

The Hard Work Certainly Paid Off !
Sarah Mora Calderón  
November 1, 2019

 On Friday, November 1st the Thespian 
Honor Society, along with the Glee Club, Dance 
Choreography Club and the A Cappella group, 
hosted a showcase where they performed 
different songs from all kinds of musicals to 
raise funds for the University Pediatric Hospital. 
Needless to say, the showcase was an absolute 
success.  
 Leading up to the showcase, everyone 
was working rigorously to make sure everything 
was spectacular, especially Ms. Lula and student 
Yolanda Rodriguez (2021). Without them, the 
show truly would not have been the triumph it 
was. Personally, being a part of the showcase 
alongside such talented people was a great 
learning experience.  
 From the heart warming Les Mis 
performances to the energetic Mamma Mia and 

Chicago, its was a showcase was enjoyed by all 
ages.  

In the future, I hope I am able to be a 
part of this again as not only did I have fun, I 
also made new friends with unexpected people. 
This experience was truly one I will never forget 
and one that will stay with me forever.  

Editor’s Note: Some videos of the showcase are 
available in the Bear Blogs website. 

Picture taken by Michelle Yegros

Trunk or Treat!
Graciela Batista  
October 31, 2019

As the fall season approaches, the TASIS Dorado 
community once again invited its members, as 
well as the Sabanera residents, to the annual 
Trunk or Treat hosted by the NAHS. Like 
previous years, all primary through secondary 
class members and various honor societies 
adorned various car trunks with Halloween decor 
to receive children of all ages with bowls of 
candies. This year, the honor societies that 
participated were given a suggested theme to 
include for their Halloween display. Many of 
these were based on Halloween movies or a 
general theme, such as Scooby Doo, Monster 
House, Ghostbusters or the circus decor from 
NHS you just couldn't miss. As expected, these 
p resen ta t ions , a long wi th the a lways 
extraordinary class trunks, did not disappoint and 
were everything but mediocre. Also new to the 
activity, the NAHS sold water bottles to help 
parents and children beat the astounding heat and 
sugar rush from the abundance of candy. The 
activity carried on as usual, with hundreds of 
students, community residents and some 
enthusiastic parents dressed in creatively over-
the-top costumes that take many by surprise 
every year. From the traditional princesses and 
superheroes, to an interesting Pokeball costume, 
all the ensembles were a sight to behold. Trunk 
or Treat 2019 was a complete success and, as a 
member of this TASIS Dorado community, I 
firmly believe we all want the activity to be a 
long standing tradition for generations to come. 

Continued on page 3
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Welcome to Bear Blogs!
Hi!  Welcome  to  the  Bear 
Blogs,  the  official  TASIS 
Dorado  Newspaper.  Now 
you have a  way of  keeping 
up to date with all the news 
and announcements. 
My name is Sarah Mora and 
I’m  one  of  the  Editors  in 
Chief,  along  with  Graciela 
Batista and Karina Navarro, 
of  the  Bear  Blogs  and  we 
are so excited to share with 
you our new project!
I  mostly  take  care  of  the 
digital  media  and  design 
aspect  of  the  Bear  Blogs, 
meaning  I  design the  Bear 
Blogs  and  I  take  care  of 
making sure everyone gives 
my their articles in order to 
put  everything  together  in 
an  aesthetically  pleasing 
and cohesive way. 

Graciela  super vises  the 
writing.  This  means  she 
makes sure that everything 
we write is cohesive and up 
to par with the expectations 
of the Bear Blogs. 
Karina  takes  care  of  the 
pictures.  She  makes  sure 
that  every  picture  we  take 
or  use  is  relevant  to  the 
articles  and  portray  the 
message  we  want  to  give 
correctly. After all, a picture 
is worth a thousand words. 
Together,  we  had  the  idea 
to  create  the  Bear  Blogs, 
something  we  hope  will 
soon become our legacy and 
will  continue  to  be  done 
throughout  the  year s . 
Thank you for reading and I 
hope you enjoy all our hard 
work!

Graciela Batista

Sarah Mora

Karina Navarro
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Thespian Showcase

 On Friday, November 1st the Thespian 
Honor Society, along with the Glee Club, Dance 
Choreography Club and the A Cappella group, 
hosted a showcase where they performed different 
songs from all kinds of musicals to raise funds for 
the University Pediatric Hospital. Needless to say, 
the showcase was an absolute success.  
 Leading up to the showcase, everyone was 
working rigorously to make sure everything was 
spectacular, especially Ms. Lula and student 
Yolanda Rodriguez (2021). Without them, the show 
truly would not have been the triumph it was. 
Personally, being a part of the showcase alongside 
such talented people was a great learning 
experience.  
 From the heart warming Les Mis 
performances to the energetic Mamma Mia and 
Chicago, its was a showcase was enjoyed by all 
ages.  

In the future, I hope I am able to be a part 
of this again as not only did I have fun, I also made 

new friends with unexpected people. This 
experience was truly one I will never forget and 
one that will stay with me forever.  

Editor’s Note: Some videos of the showcase are 
available in the Bear Blogs website. 

Production
General Direction & Production: Ms. 

Lourdeliz Ramos 

Glee Club Director & Vocal Coach: Mr. 

Rafael Hernández  

A Capella Choir Conductor: Mr. Joel 

Bracero  

Production Assistants: Yolanda Rodriguez, 

Daniela Ramirez, Lia Fortuno & Maria 

Jorge 

Sound Engineer & Projections: Henry 

Miranda 

Light Designer & Programer: Reynaldo 

Falcon 

Production Crew: Yolanda  

Rodriguez, Daniela Ramirez, Maria Jorge, 

Lia Fortuno, Miranda Diaz, Katherine 

Parnell & Hannah Colon 

Tech Crew: Reynaldo Falcon, Leonardo 

Abreu, Adolfo Cividanes, Gabriel Rivera, 

Julia Addison 

Hand Program: Ms. Lourdeliz Ramos, 

Yolanda Rodriguez, Zoe Garcia 

Flyers & Tickets: Clara Ortiz, Victoria 

Rozas & Ms. Lourdeliz Ramos 

Ushers: Andrea Montalvan, Mia Borrego, 

Katelyn Miles, Ariana Rodriguez, Delia 

DiPonio & Mary Merrill  

Hallway Decoration: Theater Production 

Club 

Picture taken by Sarah Mora 

Sarah Mora Calderón 
November 1, 2019

The Hard Work Certainly Paid Off !



Bear Blogs4

All pictures in this page were taken by Sarah Mora.

Thespian Showcase

Thespian Showcase
Cast

Les Miserábles: Glee Club, Victoria Monteagudo, and Ariella Lindsley 

Mamma Mia: Sarah Mora, Mia Rodríguez, and Arielle Sambolín 

A Chorus Line: Aimeé Colón 

About a Boy: Kamalkali Toraño  

Hocus Pocus: Melissa Arroyo, Lourdeliz Ramos, and Valentina Nevarez 

A Star is Born: Camelia Marini & Ana Díaz  

West Side Story: Mia Rodríguez & Valentina Nevarez 
Man of la Mancha: Enrique Valiente 
Chicago: Reynaldo Falcón, Zoe García, and Mia Rodríguez 
Thoroughly Modern Millie: Valentina Nevarez 
Rock of Ages: Arielle Sambolín & Alinés Lebrón 

La La Land: Mía Rodríguez & James Shoen  
Annie Get Your Gun: Aimeé Colón & Enrique Valiente 
Ella Enchanted: Gabriela Descartes  
Pitch Perfect: A Capella Choir  
Rocketman: Gabriel Rivera & Dance/ Choreography Club 
Modern Times: Rafael Hernández, Eva Soler & Eduardo 
Márquez   
Sister Act: Lourdeliz Ramos, Melissa Arroyo, Susan Fiallo, 
Cynthia Paris, Izamaris Hernández, Leslie Rivera, Lisvette 
Sanz, Mia Rodríguez, Nilda Rivera, Rachel Glenn, Sara 
Hernández, Sarah Rampolla, Valentina Nevarez, & Valeria 
Quintana
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Casa de Bernada Alba
Casa de Bernada Alba

Graciela Batista  
November 4, 2019

Pictures taken by Karina Navarro

“En ocho años que dure el luto no ha de entrar en esta casa el viento de 

la calle” (There are eight years of mourning ahead of us. Not even the 

wind will get into this house) - Bernarda, The House of Bernarda Alba. 

The play originally named La casa de Bernarda Alba, written by the 

Spanish dramatist Federico Garcia Lorca, is coming to TASIS Dorado 

with the leadership of Spanish teacher, Jossie Cepero, and we are more 

than excited for its premiere on December 4th. The dramatic piece 

explores themes such as conformity, gender roles and passion within the 

setting of Spain during the first half of the 20th century. In summary, the 

play revolves around the household of controlling matriarch, Bernarda 

Alba afterwards the death of her husband. She, her aging mother, five 

daughters, and housekeeper all enter a period of mourning that lasts eight 

years where the females are repressed within all aspects.  

During a recent interview with Camila Luzio (‘21), the actress playing 

the role of Amelia (one of the daughters), she was able to speak to me on 

the insights of how the cast and production team plan to elaborate the 

world renowned piece. Camila describes how the group plans to stay 

loyal to the original narrative in order to present the story and its themes 

in the most candid way possible. Nonetheless, they plan on exploring 

theater elements such as the lights and space to furthermore exemplify 

the main theme of repression. When asked about the rehearsals taking in 

place for the production, she described to me the rigor with which they 

work with still a month of preparation left. Practicing at least one day a 

week for approximately two hours, they present lines they have 

previously memorized to examine the way each of the actress’s voice 

will be incorporated within the variating scenes. “During rehearsals,'' she 

says, “the dynamic is different every time, it depends on the scene we are 

practicing. Sometimes Bernarda is the only one who speaks and we must 

all stay until she has perfected it, other times we all rehearse about the 

same amount and even if we have been acting impeccably the entire 

time, the moment one of us makes a mistake, we must start from the 

beginning”. Although the rehearsals she spoke to me about seemed 

arduous and extensive, Camila finishes her descriptions by stating that 

“of course this is the purpose of a rehearsal, we are a team, and by 

excelling for perfection, its is easier for everyone to be exceptional.” 
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Tournament Recap

On the weekend of October 25th, the TASIS Dorado class of 2021 held a volleyball 
and soccer tournament inviting various schools form around Puerto Rico to 
participate by competing against each other. The class of 2021  worked very hard on 
organizing and coordinating to make sure that everything ran smoothly, with the help 
of many parents and volunteers. From pinchos and hamburgers to cotton candy and 
Nutella milkshakes, all in all the tournament was a success. 

One of the Most Successful…
Karina Navarro 
November 4, 2019

Picture taken by Juliette Osguthorpe

“At the end, even though it was very stressful, it was super 
successful and we are all very happy with the final result of it 
because it means that the hard work paid off ”.  
~ Camila Luzio (Class of 2021 Vice President)

With 17 teams competing, the adrenal and high for first was 
high in all age groups. In volleyball, TASIS Dorado placed 
second in JV boys soccer, Varsity girls volleyball, JV boys 
volleyball, youth girls volleyball, youth boys volleyball, and 
mini girls volleyball. Our bears also placed first in Varsity 
boys soccer with MVP Fernando Rojas.  
In the end, the TASIS Dorado volleyball and soccer 
tournament held by the class of 2021 was a success. 

“We surpassed our goal, and it actually 
became one of the most successful 
tournaments of TASIS. It was a lot of stress 
and hard work, but certainly worth it” 
~ Angela Santos (Class of 2021 President)

Picture taken from smug mug 

Picture taken by Juliette Osguthorpe

Picture taken from smug mug
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Communities of the World
Pictures by Sarah Mora

Noche de Puerto Rico
Pictures by Tomás Navedo
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Communities of the World
Profe Rivera Q&A

What are all the grades that participate in Communities of the World?  How does each grade differ in their presentations?

The whole school participates in Communities of the World in a different way. The Elementary Division works by grade teams and,in High School, we 

work by topics applied to their main Social Sciences courses. So, the 6th and 12th graders work on Puerto Rican History, 7th and 11th graders on United States 

History, and the 8th, 9th and 10th grades on Geography and World History. This year, the topic is “The Role of Women in Communities Around the World: 

Empowerment and Leadership”. PR History is working on the development of female leadership in Puerto Rico as well as highlighting some of the influential 

women in the island. In the case of 7th and 11th grades, we are working with the development of female empowerment in the United States, and we have what 

we can call a little living museum divided in different historical periods and seeing their lives and struggles of women for equality. 8th, 9th, and 10th are 

working together to reflect on women around the world.  

How do you think Communities of the World affects the school and the student body?

Well, this is just my second year at TD so I’m still learning how it works, but the goal of CotW is to give the students a little window into how these 

topics developed and shaped the different regions and societies around the planet. For example, last year we worked on the impact of natural disasters and it was 

an important step for us here in school because we were reflecting together, not only on what happened in the world, but particularly what we went through as a 

community after Hurricane María. This year, a goal would be to reflect on female leadership, particularly now, when there are so many examples around the 

school, from the Senior Principal, the Upper School principal, many department heads as well as with the student organizations. So many leadership positions 

are filled with very talented female students and we are trying to see how much the vision of these women affects the history and the trajectory of our school 

that is still a very young school. So, it's fantastic that the school is already being impacted by women and recognizing that impact.  

What is the sole purpose of Communities of the World?

We want the students, particularly the younger ones, to realize that the world is changing and that females are not only part of this future,[they] are 

central to shaping it.  

What do you want students to take away from participating in this program?

I would like for, not only [my students], but I would love for the whole student body in the school to see that there is so much more that we can do, and I 

want to believe that my girls will see a very bright future and be inspired by all these women that have made the world better for us. 

Karina Navarro 
November 14, 2019
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Our Unsung Heroes
Editor’s Note: the Interview was conducted in Spanish 

From our highly beloved Annie to the passionate Mr. Garrison walking throughout the school halls, it's safe to say the TASIS Dorado community 

would not be the same without its faculty and staff. With around 160 employees, the TASIS Dorado teachers and administration make up an integral part of our 

community. As a senior student in TASIS Dorado, I have had the privilege of appreciating a few of those significant faces throughout the years. One of them 

would be Milagrosor Millie, as she is more commonly known, who is one of the main workers in 

the cafeteria. Between her early morning tostadas and serving those hot lunches we all look 

forward to, she has been serving TASIS Dorado students since August 2008.  

During a recent interview, I was able to hear much of her life story and the role she plays  

in our community. When asked why she started working for the school, she mentioned an initial 

need for a temporary job. Now, she has been part of our community for over a decade, all due to her 

love for us - the students.  

“Necesitaba trabajar y vine aquí, donde Alex. Él fue el que me dió la oportunidad de empezar a 

trabajar. Me dije ‘esto es por un ratito nada más pero mira los años que hacen,  que he pasado un montón de años aquí y he visto muchos niños crecer”. 

She mentioned that as an adolescent, she intended to obtain a bachelor's degree in Elementary Education, but was unable to finish it due to unexpected life 

circumstances. Later on, when asked why she has stayed with her employment, she stated: 

“Porque son niños. Yo escogí una profesión cerca de los niños que nunca terminé, pero me encantan. Me encantan todas sus etapas. cuando nacen, gatean, le 

salen los dientitos y crecen. También cuando son grandes. me encanta hablar con ustedes ya jóvenes”. 

It was an eye-opening experience to hear about such a fascinating life story, especially one that is so accessible to us and still many times undervalued. Millie is 

just one of the many significant figures in the TASIS Dorado community that oftentimes work here because of their fondness for children and adolescents like 

us. I invite you to let this article inspire you to be more attentive and appreciative of the adults that make up our daily life. Frequently a simple smile and “thank 

you” will make their day. 

Graciela Batista 
November 14, 2019


